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A monthly public affairs bulletin, a simple précis, distilling and interpreting public policy and
government decisions, which effect business opportunities in Victoria and Australia,
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Infrastructure Victoria IBAC and Ultranet
SkyRail Sex education in primary schools
Melbourne’s Mayor to compete, again, with Gary Morgan!
Municipal secrecy Quack Quack. More Ducks Fire fighters wag win
Tug strikes Rate Caps Ice (Sadly, not Ice Caps , in Victoria)
V-Line chief resigns  Melburnian of the Year Wonthaggi Water on Way.
Uber Go Go Port SOLD Police Minister Resigns
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Advertise With Us

Get your voice to the people that matter.

Want to get your firm or product in front of the power-holders of Victoria? Adver-
tising with Letter from Melbourne is the best way to do so.

Read by CEOs, MPs and movers-and-shakers in Melbourne and beyond, our maga-
zine gets your voice to the people who matter.

Email alistair@affairs.com.au or call 9654 1300 to discuss how we can help you.
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EDITORIAL Culturally Speaking

There was two parliamentary sitting weeks in
February, that is the normal Tuesday to
Thursday. Similar in March. With a fairly quiet
media in the politics and public policy space.
Items which really caught the front pages were
the overhead railway line on the Cranbourne-
Pakenham line, with the Premier in some words
somehow saying that the
community/Community had been advised and
had added to the debate. A standard type
comment by politicians when something does
not quite fit in. The editor says this almost
respectfully. But the no rail in my backyard
movement is spreading into non-affected
communities as did the East West Link
community communications, though in that case
the community were well consulted by
Government beforehand...

Education is primary schools along the safe sex
focus has attracted much attention, because of
its bias towards middle-gender. This has quickly
become a national issue, with the Prime Minister
involved. Issues which were not considered t3n
years ago and now being pushed by some
sectors with such passion or emotion that it is
not possible to get an objective debate.

The Editor has had many coffees in recent
months with a range of public private and
industry sector people and is shocked by the
extent of unhappiness within the Public Service.
The IBAC inquiry into Ultranet is certainly
detailing some of the personal, and public cost,
in very great detail. One needs to so much
understand a Culture(s) as it /they might blend
with other Culture(s), and how Ethics and
FairPlay are conducted and measured. Sadly
political correctness can be a barrier to this.

The resignation of the Police Minister is one of
the more powerful events for a long time. The
editor wishes him all the best. The sheer
sadness and much else, of the issues for which
he has had responsibility, has so effected him
personally. A stand out politician resignation, so
few are so affected.

Dreaming (for the Best). Infrastructure Victoria
has a new plan. Some details below. The
federal Infrastructure Australia plan came out
about the same week.

The Cover. Peter Lalor was a businessman and
digger at the Ballarat Goldfields. On 3
December 1854, he was a leader at the Eureka
Stockade, and then he became a member of
Parliament of the Victorian parliament for
Ballarat. He was never a unionist. In due course
he built the house on the Cover in Church
Street, Richmond.

Even if you might not be planning to buy it, real
estate agents Jellis Craig might show you
through the House. Andrew McMillan 0418 142
252. Andrew is a very good auctioneer, and last
year auctioned off a full set of Letter From
Melbourne, with the proceeds to the Lort Smith
Animal Hospital.

Happy or serious Reading.

FEATURE ITEM
Infrastructure Victoria is currently seeking
community feedback on what the 30-year
infrastructure strategy for Victoria is trying to
achieve. Here is your chance.

Infrastructure Victoria as three key roles.

1. Prepare a 30 year infrastructure strategy for
Victoria. The (draft of the 30 year strategy
was released on 15 February.

2. Provide advice to the Victorian government
on infrastructure matters.

3. Publish research on infrastructure matters.

The CEO is Michel Masson, who has run Yarra
Trams and much else, and speaks French.
Chair Jim Miller, formerly an executive director
at Macquarie Capital, and has had much
experience in the infrastructure space.

Deputy Chair Maria Wilton, Many boards
including Melbourne Water and Emergency
Services.

Professor Margaret Gardner AO, President
and Vice Chancellor of Monash University.

Ann Sherry AO, CEO of Carnival Australia, a
leading ship cruise operator.

Chris Eccles, Secretary of the Department of
Premier and Cabinet.

Adam Fennessy, Secretary of the Department
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning.
David Martine Secretary of the Department of
Treasury and Finance

STATE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Surge In Support

The Coalition in Victoria has posted a huge
surge in support, following the federal
leadership change to Turnbull, drawing within
striking distance of Labor and Premier
Andrews, whose honeymoon appears to be
over. The Coalition primary vote in the most
recent Newspoll, in February taking exclusively
for The Australian, jumped from the low of 35
per cent in May-June to 43 per cent in
November-December.

Fractured Right Closer To Unity

Labor's fractured Right faction in Victoria is
within one step of reunification, in a move
expected to have ramifications for the Wills and
Chisholm federal pre-selections and future
debates on policy and personnel, according to
The Australian.

Female Executive A Favourite For Senate

Victoria’s all-male Liberal Senate team could be
facing a shake up: Australian Super adviser
Jane Hume has emerged as a favourite to
replace outgoing Senator Michael Ronaldson.
Freedom and Human Rights Commissioner Tim
Wilson’s decision to bow out of the race is
‘building momentum’ for an all female ticket at
the 2016 election, say Liberal MPs, and could
help Ms Hume take the top spot. Assistant
Treasurer Kelly O’'Dwyer’s chief of staff Julian
Sheezel, who was initially thought to be in with

a chance, also pulled out of the race in January,
according to The Australian Financial Review.

MPs’ Hiccup

A plan to introduce breath tests for state MPs
has stalled, according to the Herald Sun. Almost
14 months since an election-eve promise was
made by Premier Daniel Andrews, MPs are no
closer to facing on-the-spot tests and penalties
for exceeding 0.05. Legislative Council
president Bruce Atkinson said that no plan was
being considered by his office to carry out the
tests on MPs during sitting weeks.

Mr Atkinson’s comments appeared at odds with
government spokesman Chris Piper, who said
‘the implementation of this is a matter for
parliament’s presiding officers.” But Mr Atkinson
said, ‘The Government has made no formal
approach about what they expect to be
implemented.’

Rorts for Votes

The Herald Sun recently reported that Victorian
Ombudsman Deborah Glass has gone to the
Supreme Court after the Government tried to
shut down her probe into Labor’s rorts-for-votes
scandal. Last November, the Legislative
Council directed Ms Glass to investigate
whether Labor misused taxpayer funds in the
lead up to the 2014 poll. Labour whistle-blowers
last year claimed that the ALP had used
electorate office funding to pay for casual
staffers who worked on the 2014 election
campaign against parliamentary rules.

New Chief For Lobby Group

Martine Letts will take the reins at the
Committee for Melbourne on March 1,
succeeding Kate Roffey. Currently based in
Sydney, Letts has included in her career several
years running the Australian Red Cross and
17 years with the Department of Foreign Trade
and Affairs. She has also been Chief Executive
of the Melbourne based Australian China
Business Council since 2013, as reported in
The Herald Sun.

Early Election Trigger

Victoria is facing the threat of an early election
following a major Parliamentary impasse over
the $6 billion sale of the Port of Melbourne.

Talks between the Government and the
Opposition to pass the deal through the upper
house, where Labor is seven votes short of a
majority, have all but failed.

As a result, the Labor party indicated it was
preparing to use a little-known 2003 clause
allowing it to refer disputed legislation to a
specially-convened Dispute Resolution
Committee as per The Age.

Now Out

The Affairs of State parliamentary charts for the 2015 Federal
and Victorian govemments are now available for sale.

Never be at a loss for a name or department again!

Our coffee chart — your guide to the best coffee shops on and

around Spring St. Melboume — will also soon be av

Contact alistair

able_

affairs com au for more information.
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Police Minister Down

Victorian Police Minister Wade Noonan has
stunned colleagues by standing down
temporarily, citing the strain of ‘constant
exposure’ to details of unspeakable crimes and
traumatic events in his job as reported in The
Australian.

But his ministerial colleagues rallied around the
44 vyear old, praising him for admitting he
needed respite. Noonan stood down for three
months as minister and local member, saying
the grisly nature of some of the issues he was
dealing with had ‘taken an unexpected toll.’

Kennett Slams Doyle

Former Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett has
likened Melbourne Lord Mayor Robert Doyle to
an ostrich with its head in the sand for not
accepting the evidence that Sydney's safe
injecting centre has been a success that could
be replicated in the Victorian capital, according
to The Australian.

Council Secrecy Grows

A Herald Sun report found that Victorian
councils are becoming more secretive, making
an average of one in eight decisions behind
closed doors. A State Government website
shows that Latrobe Council is Victoria's least
transparent, its councillors having made more
than 47 per cent of decisions in 2014-15 in
closed session. Casey was Melbourne’s most
secretive council, making almost 40 per cent of
its decisions out of public view.

Many counsellors are interpreting confidentiality
based on their own varying understanding and
limited experience of good governance-driven
decision-making, which is contributing to high
levels of closed secret-squirrel meetings, Ms
Cheah said. There are also increased
exposures to undeclared conflict of interests
and, potentially, fraud and corruption risks.

State Apology For Gay Community

Men who received criminal convictions for
having gay sex before homosexuality was
decriminalised in Victoria are set to receive a
formal state apology. In a symbolic bid to rectify
past injustices, the historic event will take place
in the Victorian parliament on May 24, almost
three decades after homosexuality was
removed from the states statue books.

Premier Daniel Andrews will make the
announcement as he attends the gay and
leshian Pride March in St Kilda for his second
consecutive year. The formal state apology
comes after Victoria recently moved to erase the
criminal records of men who were previously
prosecuted simply for having consensual sex
with other men.

Before decriminalisation, countless gay men
were convicted of crimes such as buggery and
gross indecency with a male person, restricting
them from travelling, volunteering or applying for
jobs such as teaching. Attending this year's
Pride March, the first in the history of the 21-
year-old event to be centred on the theme of
marriage equality, will be Ombudsman Deborah
Glass and her team, supporting the LGBTI
community.

With a federal election looming, the debate
around same-sex marriage intensified recently.
Several MPs in the federal government,
according to The Age, said that they would not
vote for change even if the Australian people at
a plebiscite support it.

Reality Star Turns To Politics

Wannabe MP Megan Purcell has won Liberal
Party preselection for the federal seat of
Bendigo. Purcell is one of four contestants
competing on The Farmer Wants A Wife for the
affections of 36-year-old livestock farmer Julz
from Tumby Bay in South Australia, as reported
in The Herald Sun.

Down Frankston way

Former Carrum MP Donna Bauer and
Dandenong businessman Peter Angelico are
the frontrunners in the Liberal preselection battle
for the federal seat of Dunkley in Melbourne’s
south-east, according to The Age. This seat was
held till recently by former Small Business
Minister Bruce Billson. Businessman Chris
Crewther was the Winner

Political Watchdog Put Down

Daniel Andrews’s cabinet last year considered
and shelved the proposal that a Parliamentary
Integrity Commissioner be created, after
revelations of the Labor Party's misuse of
parliamentary funds in the lead- up to the 2014
state election. In an unprecedented leak, the
Herald Sun revealed details of the call for a new
independent body that would ‘address the gaps
in the existing integrity system’.

The proposal, by Special Minister of State
Gavin Jennings, would improve the integrity
and accountability system’s effectiveness
overseeing MPs, ministers and other public
funded staff. = But Government spokesman
Chris Piper insisted that the ALP had
introduced significant reforms to the offices of
the IBAC, the Auditor-General and the
Ombudsman, reforms which would ensure that
the public sector and Parliament retained the
highest standards of conduct.

Police Chief Blasted

Victoria police chief Graham Ashton has
effectively destroyed his relationship with the
state Coalition by hiring the former right-hand
man to Daniel Andrews at his permanent chief
of staff. Brett Curran was the most senior
adviser to the Premier when the latter was still
Opposition Leader, and he also ran the office of
a senior minister in the previous Labor
government.

Mr Ashton has ignored a backlash from Liberals
and Nationals and hired Mr Curran as his Chief
of Staff. He did so despite a key part of his job
being to act as an intermediary between political
figures and the Chief Commissioner, making it
problematic for the Coalition to deal with Mr
Ashton’s own office.

Coalition police spokesman Edward
O’Donohue condemned the appointment. The
Australian reported Mr O’'Donohue as declaring
that the idea of the force having been unable to
find a politically independent person beggared
belief.

Critical Year For VIC Fiscal Health

Right now, the Victorian economy is in pretty
good shape. But it's all pivoting on just two
things: people still pouring here from overseas
and interstate, and the strength of the
Melbourne property market and all that
apartment building. We are yet to really feel the
impact of the end of the China driven resources
boom, and maybe a slowing of all that Chinese
money that's been flowing into apartment
buying. And, of course, what happens when the
car industry finally closes down? These are
among the issues lately raised by Terry
McCrann, in The Herald Sun.

Road Warrior To Quit

Former County Court Judge Gordon Lewis is
quitting his role as Victoria’s first independent
road safety camera commissioner at age 81,
finishing up as speed and red light camera
watchdog. The Herald Sun observed that Mr
Lewis’s recommendations during his four years
in the job resulted in a refund for millions of
dollars in wrongly paid fines.

FEDERAL
Shame on You
Daniel Andrews has disgracefully played on
people’s emotions by offering to take in the 267
asylum seekers who face being sent to Nauru
following the High Court ruling.

The Victorian premier is guilty of the most
blatant grandstanding, going so far as to take
two of the children among the asylum seekers to
the Melbourne Zoo and posting a picture of
them together.

the average age of attendees was 59 and that 59 per cent of attendees were
from out of town. We could have had a little more bagpiping...
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Andrews boasts that he is prepared to offer
sanctuary to the asylum seekers ‘because it is
the right thing to do.” No, Mr Premier, it is the
wrong thing to do. According to a Herald Sun
editorial, Andrews is offering false hope in a
heart-wrenching  situation  where  people
smugglers are watching for the slightest
weakness in the Federal Government’s turn-
back-the boats policy that has saved so many
lives.

Andrews risks more drownings at sea f the
people smugglers take his words as opening the
way for them to resume a human trade that cost
1200 lives as Labor lost control of Australia’s
borders during the Rudd and Gillard years in
government.

Where Are The Towers?

Just four of 109 new mobile phone towers
promised to fix Victoria’s telephonic black spots
have been built, with the rollout bogged down in
red tape. The resultant delay, noted in the
Weekly Times, leaves Victorians is some of the
state’s most fire-prone regions at risk of missing
out on vital emergency information, and
demanding to know when the problem will be
fixed.

Residents caught in the North East Victorian
blaze, which ravaged 9,000 hectares around
Barnawartha and the Indigo Valley, have
complained that they were unable to access
updates about the fires because of poor mobile
reception. And while the federal and Victorian
governments insist that the rollout is in the
providers’ hands, a Telstra spokesman said that
scheduling also hinged on when promised cash
from both governments was delivered.

‘We expect to be able to provide more detail
about the schedule in the near future one
agreements are finalised with all contributing
governments’ the spokesman said. Other
factors such as local council planning
permission, the geography of some sites and
existing infrastructure also affected timelines.

Grab For TAFE Resisted
State governments have condemned the bid by
Malcolm Turnbull's cabinet to take over

responsibility for funding TAFE. They reckon
that the federal government instead needs to
focus on repairing its scandal-plagued
vocational loans scheme.

Under the controversial proposal, revealed by
Fairfax Media and discussed in some detail by
The Age, TAFE fees would be deregulated.
Also, TAFEs would receive the same levels of
funding as private colleges in a bit to increase
competition in the sector.

Time for Bold Tax Reform

Remember several facts: Corporate taxation
provides 22 per cent of federal revenue;
personal taxation provides 50 per cent. Of this
50 per cent, the top 2.3 per cent of income
earners pay 26.1 per cent of all personal income
paid. The top 16.8 per cent of taxpayers paid
63.5 per cent of tax paid by individuals.
Meanwhile the bottom and 27.3 per cent of
income earners pay 3.7 per cent of all personal
income taxes paid. The GST collects 15 per
cent of federal revenues, but this is paid out in
full to the states.

Indirect taxes excluding GST provide the
Commonwealth with 13 per cent of its revenue.
Further, any increase in taxation removes from
federal or state governments the pressure to
adjust their own levels of spending. For
Australia to avoid the abyss we’re quickly
approaching, we need a combination of
reviewing and reducing government expenditure
and also instigating a taxation system that, while
providing incentives, is fair and provides the
revenues to governments to meet the country’s
or states’ most basic needs.

Such are the findings of Jeff Kennett in a
recent column. The former Premier told the
Herald Sun: ‘Because of my past political life |
have some understanding about the need
urgent reform. This is why | strongly believe a
broader taxation base that reflects the personal
choices we as individuals make on the things
we buy is one of the necessary and fair
ingredients of reform. Maybe on many items the
greater the value of the product the greater the
percentage of GST applied, if that is not too
difficult to administer.’

AGRICULTURE

Food Boom Rules

Food and grocery processing in Victoria is well
poised to fill the employment gap left by other
manufacturing sectors such as cars, new
research shows. According to the Weekly
Times, an Australian Food and Grocery
Council analysis has shown that food
manufacturing is responsible for almost half of
all current manufacturing jobs in regional
Victoria — and with a 28 per cent growth in food
and beverage exports last year, there’'s every
reason to expect more.

State Output Slashed
According to the latest quarterly production

update from the Australian Bureau of
Agricultural and Resource Economics and
Sciences, the national wheat harvest is

expected to clock in at 24.2 million tonnes this
financial year. That is up 5 per cent on a year
earlier, but Victoria is a clear laggard among the
individual state forecasts.

Victoria’'s wheat belt, which is heavily
concentrated in the Mallee and Wimmera
regions, bore the effects of lower rainfall through
the past winter season. The Herald Sun
reported that many areas received less than 60
per cent of average seasonal falls.

Murray Fears Still Flow

A member of the billionaire Kahbetzer family
has accused the federal government of using
water bought from irrigators to prop up South
Australia’s Lower Lakes instead of acting to the
benefit of natural wetlands and forests. In May
2009, Twynam Agricultural Group sold
249,000 megalitres of Murray Darling
entitlements to the government for $300 million,
the largest single sale of environmental water in
Australia’s history.

Owner and Director Johnny Kahlbetzer, whose
company was once the largest private holder of
irrigation rights in the basin, said — according to
The Weekend Australian — that this vital water
was now being directed to the artificial
environment of the Lower Lakes, which was
losing unacceptable volumes to evaporation. He
called for management of the barrages to

Communications specialists in:
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NOW!

Contact: info@AttentionNOW.com. au
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enable the Southern Ocean to roll into the lakes
each autumn and during drought. ‘So much
environmental water was sent down to the
Lower Lakes last year that water levels were
almost one meter above sea level at the
beginning of summer, because the barrages act
like a dam wall.’

ARTS

Bendigo Scratches Its Marilyn Itch

An eight-metre-high sculpture of Marilyn
Monroe, titled Forever Marilyn, was installed in
Bendigo’'s Rosalind Park. The statue's
monumental take on Ms Monroe’s flirty subway
scene, made famous in the 1955 movie The
Seven-Year ltch is crafted from stainless steel
and aluminium and weighs 15 tonnes. The
artwork has not been seen outside America
before.

Forever Marilyn precedes an exhibition devoted
to the same iconic actress at the Bendigo Art
Gallery. The Herald Sun revealed that this
exhibition would provide a huge array of
costumes and other memorabilia.

EDUCATION

Transgender Brainwash

A mother has withdrawn her children from
Frankston High School over a new transgender
awareness program. Cella White says her son,
14, was told he could wear a dress and that
boys who identified as female could use the
girls’ change rooms and toilets according to the
Herald Sun.

Principal John Albiston denied pupils were
being brainwashed. He said all state schools
must join the Safe Schools Coalition by 2018,
and his was showing ‘we openly celebrate
differences and support students who identify
with the LGBTI community.’

Education Minister James Merlino’s
spokesman expressed pride in the Safe
Schools Coalition: ‘Discrimination, harassment
and bullying have no place. It is up to all of us to
establish safe and inclusive learning
environments for every one of our students.’

Chaos for Students

Three private training colleges that collapsed,
leaving thousands of students in limbo, received
at least $66 million in government funded
student loans. They had been recently audited
by the national regulator and were found to be
compliant, with the largest still under
investigation.

As news of the closures trickled to concerned
students, former employees revealed the
colleges recruited students from foster homes,
homeless shelters, womens’ refuges, aged-care
homes and drug rehabilitation centres.

Aspire College of Education, The Design
Works College of Design, the Australian
Indigenous College and the affiliated RTO
Services Group and National Training and
Development were placed in voluntary
administration, with at least 500 staff affected
according to The Age.

We Don’t Need No Education ... Review
Premier Daniel Andrews has attacked
Malcolm Turnbull’s decision to review a school
education program that aims to promote
acceptance of gay, leshian, bisexual and
transgender students according to The Age.

Bad Grades Are Out

Aspiring teachers who receive poor VCE results
could be barred from Victorian classrooms
under a proposal being considered by the state
government. A spokesman for Education
Minister James Merlino confirmed that the
cabinet was considering a similar model to New
South Wales, where future teachers are sourced
from the top 30 per cent of school leavers. In an
effort to attract more high achieving students to
the profession, NSW has set minimum
academic standards for entry into
undergraduate teaching degrees, as reported in
The Age.

Dookie At Double

Student numbers could double the year at the
University of Melbourne’s diploma in general
studies at Dookie, between Shepparton and
Benalla. The general studies diploma started in
2013, according to the Herald Sun, and includes
comments, environment, science and
agriculture subjects, preparing students for
further tertiary studies.

Social Engineering?

Victorian schools will soon have to follow strict
new participation guidelines aimed at tackling
discrimination against transgender students in
sport, as reported in The Age.

The Wag State

As people’s return to class this term, a third of
the states primary teachers and almost half of
secondary teachers now brand truancy as a big
problem. But not one parent has been fined for
repeatedly failing to send their child to school,
two years after tough new laws were introduced.
Principals and the Australian Education Union
say these facts supply the evidence that schools
need better support to address truancy,
according to the Herald Sun.

External Exams To Fight Cheats

Training college students would be forced to sit
external exams in a crackdown on cheating
flagged by the federal Education Department. A
recent report from The Weekend Australian
quoted the federal Minister for Vocational
Education and Skills, Luke Hartsuyker, as
having backed his department’'s proposal for
independent marking.

Audits by the Australian Skills Quality
Authority have warned of the potential for
cheating and identity fraud in some training
courses. Some training colleges let students,
rather than needing to do formal tests, self-
assess their knowledge to gain a diploma in
child care, aged care or security work.

Unprepared For Student Explosion

Up to 220 new schools need to be built in
Victoria in the next decade to cope with an
explosion in student numbers, research has
warned. But despite the alarming statistics, for
the first time in 15 years, not a single new state
school will open its doors to students when
classes resume this term.

Victorian schools must absorb 190,000 extra
students between 2016 and 2026. This was the
finding of an analysis prepared for Fairfax
Media by the Grattan Institute, as reported in
The Age.

Can VET Mess Be Fixed?

As Victoria’s inaugural skills commissioner, the
new watchdog for the travel and vocational
education and training sector, Neil Coulson
now has the responsibility of aiming to help the
state government fix the mess. ‘We need to
ensure that courses are matching the skill
requirements of industry,’ he said to The
Sunday Age, ‘but that they are also adding
value to students and putting them in good
stead for employment.’

Mr Coulson, the former head of the Victorian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said
that an initial task would be creating fresh
strategy to identify skills shortfalls and analyse
the training needs of existing and emerging
industries. It's fair to say expectations are high.

School Spending Reckless

A billion dollars in extra funding would flow to
Victorian schools over two years under Labor's
plan to fund the full six years of the Gonski
school funding deals. Malcolm Turnbull took
aim at Bill Shorten’s plan to spend an extra
$37 billion on schools during the next decade.
The Age reported the Prime Minister as
decrying the plan, likening it to reckless
spending reminiscent of the Rudd-Gillard years.

The NewMarket Sale Yards reunion in February was a wonderful =

“time to catch up with drovers, éudctiﬁrg_e‘_e_rs, truckies, stockmen =" :
and farmers. And to have Coffee with Joan Taldwell who helpsg =
put this annual event together, since the markets closed in —

1987. Any photos of the Editor playing Waltzing Matilda under
the Peppercorns are in the Stock and Land magazine. -
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First Week Bomb Threats

A series of hoax bomb threats led to the
evacuation of several schools and learning
centres across Victoria and interstate. Victoria
police said the phone calls were not related to
terrorism and there was no imminent threat to
schools, according to The Age. But certain hoax
bomb calls in early February, causing chaos in
Victorian schools, have been traced to an elite
high school, as reported in The Herald Sun.

ENERGY

Duplicate the System

State governments may have to spend billions
of dollars to duplicate the electricity network to
cope with the unreliability of renewable energy
sources such as wind and solar, according to
the national energy forecaster, as reported in
The Australian.

As the Australian Energy Market Operator
released a report that found there could be
reliability issues for the South Australian market,
which has embraced renewable technology, its
chief executive, Matt Zema, said that the rise of
wind and solar could also create problems
throughout the country.

ENVIRONMENT & CONSERVATION
Sustainability Fund Sitting Idle
The State Government has a community chest
of more than $300 million earmarked for a
specific role, but now sitting idle in the Treasury
according to Tim Piper in the Herald Sun.

Its called the Sustainability Fund , and its
money that industry, the community, and you
and | have paid as a levy on waste. Right now,
it's $75 per tonne of waste to landfill.

When the fund was established 11 years ago, it
was intended to help reduce waste and to
encourage action where there was no viable
market; for example, to fund the development of
composting to help create a product that the
market would eventually pay for.

metres.

Set New Emissions Targets

Victoria’s climate change laws face a major
overhaul, with an independent review
recommending the state establish new targets
to cut emissions, put inlace a legally binding
charter on government decisions and give the
environmental watchdog powers to limit
greenhouse gases, among other sweeping
reforms as per The Age.

But the government, which commissioned the
review, has immediately ruled out setting up a
state-based emissions trading scheme or

adopting a ‘shadow carbon price’ on
government decisions, which were both floated
in the review's recommendations.

The latest scrutiny of the laws, headed by
lawyer Martijn Wilder , a partner at Baker &
McKenzie, put forward 33 recommendations
that would significantly bolster climate law
powers. The review did not spell out exactly
what Victoria’s climate targets should be, but
said that it should focus on limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial
levels.

New Crown For Queen Vic?

Queen Victoria Market has two trump cards: a
bid for listing with the UN as a protected World
Heritage site, and a $250 million dollar master
plan to reinvigorate the market. The case has
been laid out in a study that portrays the ‘Queen
Vic' as more than just a market, but as a key
element in the city’s foundation story.

As Lord Mayor Robert Doyle notes, in the early
days Melbourne was ringed by markets that
were the forerunners of the Queen Vic. Among
the key claims to heritage status is the site’s
history as the city’s first cemetery. An estimated
7,500 people were buried there, including local
Aborigines and John Batman himself in 1839,
though his were among remains later
transferred.

Despite its origins, built on the remains of the
dead, the market was always a living, breathing
part of the city. At the moment, only one
Melbourne landmark currently has protected
World Heritage site status: the Royal Exhibition
Building in Carlton Gardens.

Cr Doyle says that the federal Environment
Minister Greg Hunt has suggested a possible
fast track to UNESCO recognition. This
procedure would involve linking it to the existing
world heritage listing for the Exhibition Building
in Carlton Gardens, as reported in The Age.

Flamin’ Help

Victoria's super anti-bushfire fleet includes 47
water bombers and surveillance aircraft, 25
helicopters, 22 fixed-wing planes, two large air
tankers, two air-cranes  (water-bombing
helicopters) and two Sikorsky helicopters. Many
of the 47 water bombers have been brought in
from overseas for the bushfire season, as
reported in the Herald Sun.

Backburn Gone Wrong

A controversial back-burning operation, carried
out despite warnings of potential catastrophe,
may have led to the Christmas Day devastation

of the Wye River township, confidential state
government files revealed, according to The
Age.

Frightening Picture For Future

Analysis prepared for the Victorian government
paints a frightening picture of Melbourne’s future
climate, with transport infrastructure vulnerable
to flooding and heat stress, longer and more
severe bushfires and pressure on hospitals from
heatwaves. The Age described the relevant
modelling, from the CSIRO and Bureau of
Meteorology , as predicting that climate change
could have a major impact on the state’s health
system, economy and environment, including

shorter snow seasons, food production
challenges ad problems with transport
infrastructure.

Those forecasts were prepared as the

government seeks to elevate climate change in
terms of a political issue, ahead of possible new
laws to tackle emissions. The predictions, based
on international climate models, show that under
a high-emission scenario similar to the current
trend, the number of days over 35 degrees in
Melbourne would more than double from an
average of eight per year to 17 by 2070.
Average rainfall could drop by up to 23 per cent
in the most extreme case.

Fire-fighters Demand Inquiry

The firefighters’ union has demanded a coronial
inquiry into the devastating Wye River fire after
revelations of a back-burning operation in the
Otway Ranges before Christmas Day. Fairfax
Media earlier revealed leaked files which
showed that a controversial back-burning
operation, carried out despite warnings of
potential catastrophe, may have led to the
destruction of more than 100 houses in Wye
River and Separation Creek, according to The
Age.

Environment Minister Lisa Neville has rejected
claims that she intervened to cancel a planned
burn last March because a local koala cull had
gained widespread media coverage. She called
these claims ‘false accusations.’

Dissent On Ducks

Daniel Andrews faces internal dissent over his
government’s decision to allow another duck-
hunting season. It's a decision that comes
despite Labor's own environmental policy
committee calling for a permanent ban.

Rank-and-file members are furious at the move,
which they claim could blunt Labor's message
against animal cruelty and leave the party at
even greater risk to attack by the Greens. The



