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Editorial
Time for more reflection

found himself reflecting on a theme :
fairness :
Victoria :

University hosted one of its Governors- © And Frank Costa — a member of Dr Napthine’s

. own business roundtable — was no more :

Honourable Dr Peter Hollingworth AC : enthusiastic: “They [the government ministers] :

didn’t sell it [the Budget] as well as they should Dodgy advice

¢ According to The Age, the Commonwealth Bank

: The fact that Dr Napthine is Racing Minister as continued to employ Geoff Shaw as a financial

- .+ well as Premier has lately led to accusations of :
Religion plays so much a lesser part in : a conflict of interest on his part. In his Racing :

Australian Society’s thinking these days, : Minister role, he promoted and attended a :

which Dr Peter remarked was a part of : [} _rai :
P : Liberal Party fund-raiser on.August 2, where . being elected as a state Liberal MP in 2010, Mr
: the part-owners of champion horse Black :

now works less together. And here stands :

iconic St Patrick’s Church, standing here : meeting in the hope of aiding the chances of :

Amanda Stapledon, the Liberals’ candidate for ¢ first through Bongiorno Financial Advisers
f this ti ¢ of th flecti . the state seat of Narre Warren North, which :
0 15 time as a part o € TElleClVE : aver since the 2002 election has been held by :
¢ the ALP’s Luke Donnellan.

of many Victorian, and for twenty seven :
years, federal parliamentarians, even the :
. According to the Financial Review, senior
: Labor party officials should not have listened :
to or made copies of a private recorded :
conversation between former Premier Ted :
¢ Baillieu and a journalist, federal Opposition :

many many facts. The media are not the :

best medium to do this but they can help : Leader Bill Shorten said.

with the task. And we all must get more : Baillieu hits out

facts out there, which will make our : According to The Age, former premier :

pOllthlaIlS StiCk ClOSEI‘ to the tl‘uth. TaCk g Ted Baillieu’ whose private conversation g
¢ is at the centre of the dictaphone scandal :
: that has enveloped Victorian politics, has :
: slammed Opposition Leader Daniel Andrews :
and demanded he come clean on Labor’s :
involvement in the affair. Andrews dismissed :
some two hundred other members, most : Bailliew’s comments and declared voters
being members of the Victorian Public : Wer® not interested in the broadcast of private :

; . S ¢ conversations or how the audio between :
Service. Topic. Integrity in Government. ¢ Baillieu and Sunday Age state political editor :
: Farrah Tomazin was obtained.
establishing honesty and integrity in :
Government were discussed, in my honest :
opinion. Let’s get some more good quality :

general and specific education into our :

of honesty in Government,
in  Government. Recently,

General Lecture Series, with The Right

OBE, addressing a fairly serious audience :
on ‘Civil Society-Religion and The Rule :

of Law’.

the problem. or a part of a Society which

as it has for 120 years or more. For most

elements that must have been in the minds

Presbyterian ones!

And then this great idea come to me. Let’s :
drown the politicians with facts. Many, :

the cannabis debate (!!) as an example.

Then your editor spent seven hours at an

IPAA, Institute of Public Administration
of Australia (Victorian Division), with :

Exhausting. Tooo many rules for

Society.

State government & politics
Napthine given 100 Day Warning

With 100 days to the state election, a Herald :
Sun/ Galaxy opinion poll revealed Labor’s : . L
Daniel Andrews is on track to be Victoria’s next : Parliamentary fighting
premier with the ALP holding a 52-48 per cent
lead over the Napthine Government. According :
to the Herald Sun, the poll result, which Liberal :
and Labor strategists said was in line with their :
own polling, sets the scene for a bitter political :
fight in the lead-up to the November 29 election. :
: Ryan Smith of verbal abuse outside the :
: chamber.
Life hasn’t got discernibly easier for Denis :
Napthine, whose government — facing the :
voters with only 12/a few more days of :
parliamentary sittings to go — is still four points :
behind Daniel Andrews’ ALP in the opinion :
polls. Recently the Financial Review quoted :

Still more problems for Napthine

: leaders of Victoria’s business community as :
: condemning the Premier for not having sold :
¢ to the community his government’s Budget or :
This Cover photo was taken from the ¢ his future plans. ‘Positive consumer confidence :

verandah area at the back of the State : is critical for the retail industry to flourish,” :
: observed Bernie Brookes, Myer’s chief :

Parliament House, where the editor was executive. ‘There is a lot of noise that’s not :

recently having coffee, with others. He : focused on the positive things about Victoria,” *
complained Mark Stone, chief executive of :
VECCI (Victorian Employers Chamber of :
According to the Herald Sun, former premier
: Steve Bracks, who led Labor to a narrow

: victory in 1999, said he was happy to help

Commerce and Industry).

have, which has made people nervous.’

Recording fight

Probe ordered

Forensic auditors have been called in by the :
Liberal Party to probe computer systems to :
* identify any breaches that led to the distribution :

: of atape recording of Ted Baillieu criticising his :

© colleagues. The Liberal Party’s investigation : Australian, the plan received strong backing

: will involve external computer experts who will

i try to establish who accessed lists of hundreds :
: ¢ partly because of Shaw’s absence while under

. suspension. to stay in the Parliament, Shaw had
: to make a full and genuine apology and repaid

According to the Herald Sun, a political : nearly $7,000 in fines by 1pm on September 2.

pantomime erupted at StatefPE}rliament when If his apology was accepted by Parliament,
Ili/lzillj)sc)r?scCu:ﬁ?/irf)&:rgeg:herSp(c))kelslssoriIelli Snﬁ?; Shaw would retain the balange of power and

- . > % 1 expose the government to losing votes on the
Neville, dropped a bombshell in the Legislative : 54 of the Jower house in the last three sitting
Assembly, accusing Environment Minister : ook before the November 29th state election.

of Liberal Party member email addresses.

Dirty mess

Opposition Leader Daniel Andrews has denied :
any role in the theft or leaking of the stolen :
Age recordings, despite admitting that his own :
chief of staff and senior Labor officials listened :

to, copied and then destroyed the original
dictaphone audio. According to The Age, the
‘dirty mess’ - as Mr Andrews described the
events - continues to hound him, with Labor
MPs frustrated with both the handling of
the incident and the damage it was doing
the Opposition’s chances of success at the
November state election.

Bracks tags in

Daniel Andrews battle the government.

planner despite official findings exposing his

- misconduct, which included a rebuke from the
. Financial Ombudsman Service and suspension
¢ from the peak professional association. Before

. - : Shaw was an accountant and financial planner
Caviar were the headline act, He went to the : out of the Frankston offices of his firm, Geoff

: Shaw & Partners. He was licensed as a planner

: (Aust) and then Financial Wisdom, a subsidiary
¢ of CBA.

: The findings against Mr Shaw were handed
: down in 2009, a year before he was endorsed
: as the Liberal candidate for the marginal seat

of Frankston, and concerned his conduct in
recommending a client couple invest in a
business in which he had a major stake. The
now defunct business, HotBoats, was supposed

. torestore and sell yachts.

. How to avoid the FBT

Suspended MP Geoff Shaw has backed claims
that some state MPs have been submitting false
declarations to Parliament to avoid Fringe
Benefits Tax, alleging a senior cabinet minister
told him about the scam. According to the
Herald Sun, some MPs travel interstate and
charge Parliament for expensive fully flexible
airfares with a return date less than five days
later. It is alleged that MPs are then extending
their stay without telling Parliament, putting the
Victorian Parliament at risk of avoiding Fringe

: Benefits Tax.

. Shaw expulsion assured

The Napthine government examined expelling
Geoff Shaw from the Victorian Parliament on
September 2 to end nearly 4 years of chaos
over the rebel independent. According to The

1 across the party after the government had its

strongest three days in Parliament for years -

: However, Premier Denis Napthine has made
: it clear that, unless Mr Shaw’s apology was
: genuine and remorseful, he would be expelled.

Shaw gave his full apology, then went to the
media and made a joke of it. The Government
did not have the numbers, to then expel him
from Parliament.
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Baillieu resigns

his seat after 15 years in Parliament.

MP’s ability to govern.
Baillieu (2)

Institute of Public Affairs, John Roskam.

Health Minister David Davis did not rule :
out running in the seat from the upper house :
Minister Mary :
Wooldridge refused to comment. John Pesutto, : entersa final phase of the political cycle focused
the incumbent premier’s legal counsel, won :
the seat. In March Ms Wooldridge was forced
to contest an upper-house seat in the coming :
election after losing a preselection ballot for the :

inner-eastern lower-house seat of Kew. Some :

of her supporters had wanted Baillieu to stand ; SNaw’s expulsion would leave the government

 without the numbers needed to protect against :

: any no-confidence motion, although there is : . .
: now no chance of an early election because of : Young candidate profiles for the State

According to a report in The Age, Multicultural the proximity to the general election. The MP : election (The Age)

Affairs Minister Matthew Guy may ask police to :

investigate a series of Facebook posts purporting i face permanent expulsion if he fails to deliver

to be one of his staffers making highly racist ;a satisfactory apology and repay almost $7000 :

and sexist comments about senior Liberals. A : (0T misusing his parliamentary vehicle when he

spokesman for Mr Guy, who is also the state’s ; [efUrns on September 2.

planning minister, insisted the statements were :

fabricated, and the Minister’s office is now : Romance in mind

considering whether to refer them to police on : Withless than two weeks before Geoff Shaw was
: due to end his parliamentary suspension, senior :
. Victorian minister Louise Asher antagonised :

But the fact they were distributed in the first :

and Community Services

aside to allow her a lower-house seat.

Facebook fight

the grounds of fraud and defamation.

: place - and the considerable effort it would

Former premier Ted Baillieu will not contest : have taken to get them looking like genuine :

the seat of Hawthorn at the November election, : Facebook material - paints a worrying sign of :

Because of the proximity to the election, the : the battles now being waged in politics using :

administrative committee picked a candidate. :

In an announcement that appeared to catch the
government off-guard, Baillieu told Premier ; Mea culpa
Denis Napthine he would not be recontesting :
¢ Parliament after repaying almost $7000 for

: misusing his parliamentary vehicle. After years :

Baillieu told Channel Seven he only made the : of parliamentary chaos - much of it linked to :

decision to step down earlier in the week, and it : Mr Shaw - Coalition strategists are desperately :

had nothing to do with the dictaphone scandal. : hoping an apology will provide “clear air” :

Facing mounting internal pressure, Baillieu : a]lowing the government to sell its agenda in :
stood down as premier in March 2013 after :
Frankston MP Geoff Shaw quit the Liberal Party : a]action.

and said he had no confidence in the Hawthorn
: Uneasy peace

. Controversial balance-of-power MP Geoff :

. Shaw will remain in Parliament after delivering : than the opposition.

Baillieu’s announced that he would quit politics, : , carefully worded apology. And with fewer :

potentially exposed the Liberal Party to an : thap 90 days before the November election the

untimely and potentially messy preselection :
ballot in the run-up to the November 29 election. : government, which failed to put forward its

Baillieu rang his closest —allies to say he would : legislative agenda for the week to avoid it being :

no longer run. The surprise move raised serious : gafeated by Mr Shaw’s vote. The apology was

questions why he had not surrendered his seat : ... in silence and appeared to pass the test, :

earlier to resolve a damaging pre-selection /iy o Mpg objecting in Parliament after his :

battle in a nearby seat. Several high-profile :
Liberals were mooted as candidates for his safe :

inner-eastern Melbourne seat of Hawthorn, : Ready to banish
including two ministers and the head of the : :
. The government spent the final parliamentary

: week of Geoff Shaw’s 11-day suspension with :
a flurry of tough-on-crime announcements. Mr :

: On Friday, Nationals Leader Peter Ryan

Shaw’s expulsion from Parliament is now being : expressed  frustration

viewed as a serious option as the Coalition © decision. ‘We’re very unhappy about this, we’re
: angry about in fact,” he told Fairfax Media.
- ‘but on the other hand we need to concentrate
; 5 c ~~ ¢ on the principal task, which is to win this
make much difference,” a senior source said. : ojaction.” Ms Ryan, 28, who is not related to the
National leader, has been door knocking across
. the electorate for months and is regularly in the

¢ local media.

social media.

the remaining weeks before the November 29

Frankston MP continues to rattle the Victorian

long-awaited statement.

on marginal electorate campaigning. ‘There is
nothing left on the legislative agenda that could

‘His time in the sun is over’.

was suspended from Parliament in June and will

the Frankston MP by revealing private details to

. at the Foundation for Young Australians in

: Parliament including his plans to propose to his

girlfriend in Paris and get married in London.

: The taxpayer travel request was denied - under
: the terms of his suspension he is banned from
: parliamentary travel. Without the Frankston
MP in the lower house, the government has
Geoff Shaw is preparing to apologise to State : had to rely on the Speaker’s casting vote for

W 13 preparing Po 0Bl . any legislation opposed by Labor. If Mr Shaw

: returns, he will regain the casting vote.

: Musings

: Josh Gordon in The Age: “The political equation
: that convinced Labor to oppose a government
: motion to expel Geoff Shaw - despite
: demanding expulsion in June “because Victoria
: deserves better” — is probably as simple as this:
: Geoff Shaw = chaos. As long as there is chaos in
¢ the parliament, it damages the government more

Political shootout in Euroa

: A Liberal Party decision to choose a candidate
: to run in the northern Victorian seat of Euroa
: is set to inflame tensions with its Coalition
: partner, the Nationals, in the months leading up
: to what is expected to be a tight state election.
: The Liberals endorsed physiotherapist Tony
: Schneider as their candidate for the newly
formed country seat, in defiance of repeated
: objections from the Nationals that such a move
: would be in breach of a long-standing Coalition
. agreement.

about the Liberals

Stephanie Ryan (28, Nationals Candidate for
: Euroa)

* Ryan grew up on a berry farm, worked as a
: journalist at the Riverine Herald, and later
: became a media and policy adviser under the
Baillieu/ Napthine governments.

Neil Pharoah (30, Labor Candidate for Prahan)

Pharoah quit his job is Director of Partnerships

people into jobs.
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February to stand as a candidate in the seat of

Brown with a margin of 4.7 per cent.

Ellen Sandell (29, Greens candidate for
Melbourne)

Sandell trained as a scientist and began her

failing to tackle the big issues,’ she says.

Sean Armistead (37, Liberal Candidate for :
: conventions seek to ensure that the Government : business during the caretaker period are known
¢ does not take action during the caretaker period :
Born in Darwin (his mother is a Ngunga :
Aboriginal woman), Armistead could become :
the first indigenous person elected to the
Victorian Parliament. A manager for indigenous :
programs at Crown, Armistead was raised in : . . . . . :
2t lmplement.lng major pqllcy ,deCISl(,)nS : an election campaign require special attention
that are likely to commit an incoming : to ensure the apolitical nature of the VPS is

: maintained.

Frankston)

Frankston.

Department corruption

Victoria’s public transport authority is shaking : . making significant appointments; and

off a culture inherited from the former Transport :
Department that put greater value in getting :
work done than applying checks and balances :

on corrupt staff behaviour, on of the state’s top : . :
. s .~ The caretaker conventions also help ensure :
public servants has told the state’s corruption : RN . . L
. . . : that the Victorian public sector remains, and is :

watchdog. Mark Wild, the chief executive of : erceived to remain. apolitical
Public Transport Victoria, said PTV ‘inherited : P »ap

: What is the ‘caretaker period’?

serious cultural problems’ when it replaced the
department in 2012.

Fisherman’s friend

the process.

Registered

The Democratic Labor Party of Australia,

Shooters and Fishers Party and Animal Justice : Successive
Party recently registered with the VEC ahead of accepted that, during the period preceding :

: an election for the Legislative Assembly, the :
: Government assumes a ‘caretaker role’. The :
. business of Government continues throughout :

A liberal candidate at November’s State : this period. However, the caretaker conventions :

election quit last night after party officials were o0l to ensure that the Government does not
told of hundreds of offensive sexist and racist :
posts on his Facebook page. Jack Lyons was :

standing for the marginal seat of Bendigo West. :

the state election in November.

Jack Bails Out

: administration

 Guidelines on the Caretaker Conventions

Prahran, now held by Liberal Clem Newton- There are seventeen pages of detail. Just go

. online. Herewith the first couple of items.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The caretaker period for the 2014 Victorian

Assembly is dissolved before this date.

continue

the caretaker period, the Government should
avoid:

government;

* entering into
undertakings.

major

The period between the expiration of the
: Legislative Assembly and the appointment of :

According to the Herald Sun, Labor has a new Government is known as the ‘caretaker

concerns about the planned Fisherman’s Bend :@ Period’.

redevelopment, but won’t ditch it if it wins : The caretaker period begins at the time the :

office. Opposition Leader Daniel Andrews : yaoiglative Assembly expires or is dissolved

accused the Victorian government of botching : 44 continues until:
¢« the election result is clear; or o if there is

a change of Government, until the new : 1ent
¢ Agency Heads have responsibility to ensure

: that the business of Government proceeds at
¢ the direction of Ministers and in a manner that

Government is appointed.

Victorian Governments have

take action that will bind a future government.

The caretaker period recognises that:

: * every general
: The caretaker period spans the time the :
. Legislative Assembly expires until the election :
career as a research with the CSIRO. She :
worked on climate change policy for former :
Labour Premier John Brumby’s Department
of Premier and Cabinet, and Slater became the :
Chief Executive of a national climate change :

nonprofit organisation. ‘the old parties of :
b & P : The business of government and public :

throughout  the :

caretaker period. However, the caretaker : Governments in conducting Government

i« with the expiry or dissolution of the

Legislative Assembly, the Executive
Government cannot be held accountable
for its decisions in the normal manner; and

election carries the
possibility of a change of Government.

result is clear or anew Government is appointed. : 1he caretaker period for the 2014 Victorian

: election will commence at 6pm on Tuesday,
election will commence at 6pm on Tuesday, : 4 November 2014 (the day that Parliament

4 November 2014, unless the Legislative : expires), unless the Legislative Assembly is

. dissolved before this date.

: The ‘caretaker conventions’

1.6 The practices followed by successive

e . . . . as the ‘caretaker conventions’.
that will bind an incoming government or limit :

its freedom of action. This means that, during :

1.7 During the caretaker period, the

business of Government continues and
¢ ordinary matters of administration still need to
. be addressed. However, the circumstances of

1.8 The caretaker conventions set down

contracts  and : procedures to guide the actions of Government,

: limiting the Government’s ability to act in a
: way that would bind an incoming Government

or limit its freedom of action. In summary,
during the caretaker period, the Government

. should avoid:

: +  implementing major policy decisions

that are likely to commit an incoming
Government;

*  making significant appointments; and

: +  entering major contracts or undertakings.

19 The caretaker conventions reflect the

: practices followed by successive Governments,
: but are not legally binding. Adherence to the
conventions is ultimately the responsibility of
: the Premier and the Government collectively.

is consistent with the caretaker conventions.

Federal

. PUP and Napthine musings

¢ According to James Campbell in the Herald
¢ Sun, ‘the farce that has played out in Canberra
: — has meant it has been very difficult for the
. State Government to get much coverage, or
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‘clear air’, as the political class likes to call it. In :
these circumstances it is hard to imagine how the :
Napthine Government could be returned. Clive :
Palmer might be bad news for Tony Abbott as :

the Prime Minister bends over to accommodate : Roval audien
the big man and his team of senators, but he is : oyal audience

Napthine’s best friend in the nation’s capital at : After four countries in less than a week, the :

: fifth country on the MSO’s brief but highly : results show some students were stumped

: successful European tour was Denmark. The :
If Palmer and his crew stick to their guns along :
with the Labor Party and the Greens, then many :
of Joe Hockey’s Budget nasties are going to die :
on the Senate floor. The $7 GP co-payment? :
Gone. Increasing the pension age to 70? Not :
going to happen. The schoolkids bonus? :
: Tuesday night was No.44 out of 76 at the Albert :

: in writing standards. He said the writing task

Hall in London. There are many other orchestras : «giqn’t engage’ some students. But the authority

in the season. There may be many Proms inany : js also investigating whether the decline in

one season, but they would be hard-pressed : pergyasive writing occurred because for the first

to match the MSO’s triumphant performance : (jme schools were not told in advance whether
: the writing test would include a narrative or

: persuasive task.

the moment.

Safe, as is the low-income superannuation

contribution scheme. The jury is also out on the :
Government’s plans to deregulate university :
fees. Had they passed, each of the above would :
have been certain to feature in Labor advertising :
and direct mail all the way to the state election. :

Abandoning the talkfest

Senior Liberals from the federal and Victorian :
governments made a sudden withdrawal from :
a controversial right-wing conference due to :
be held on a weekend in mid August. Federal :
Social Services Minister Kevin Andrews and :
Victorian Attorney-General Robert Clark no :
longer attended the World Congress of Families
because the new venue was at Catch the Fire : . . o d
: be practical. If one wants to live in peace and : : ;
: trar?quillity on a piece of land worth $2p2 million, : Collingwood College or Kew High.
: one has to find ways of supporting it.’ :
In July The Age revealed prominent Liberals :

would be attending the forum which included ; The book tells how the colony survived with :
a promoter of Russia’s “crusade” against :
homosexuality and a doctor who spruiks a :
theory that abortions cause breast cancer. :
Catch the Fire president Danny Nalliah, and :

his political branch the Rise Up Australia Party, :
: markets, poetry festivals and rock concerts, and : / !
S in 1973 the Rolling Stones launched a tour @ Hewett, who will address the two-day National
Mr Nalliah infamously blamed the Black :
Saturday bushfires on Victoria’s abortion laws. :
He is also a critic of Islam. In statements, both :
Mr Clark and Mr Andrews criticised opponents :

of the conference as intolerant, and that people :

Ministries in Hallam. There has been public
pressure over the pair’s attendance.

have courted controversy.

had the right to free speech.

Chaplaincy money

secular welfare workers.

A spokeswoman for Education Minister Martin

funded programs continued to support Victorian
schools and students.

Effigy burn

burnt an effigy of federal Education Minister

deregulation of university fees.

Agriculture
Good job

The Department of Environment and Primary :
Industries is looking for a Director, Agriculture :

and Food Industries Policy. Bridie Butcher, :
: than last year. Of the 1043 teachers survey, only
¢ half saw themselves teaching for more than a
¢ decade.

bridie.butcher@futurestep.com.

Arts

Princess Mary of Denmark in the audience.

Triumphant
The Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s Prom on

under its chief conductor, Sir Andrew Davis.

. Montsalvat :
According to a report in The Age, Sigmund
Jorgensen is “aware of the wonderful irony’ : ryenty-two years after the Kennett Government
that today Montsalvat derives $600,000 a year : (josed Richmond High, Labor has announced it
: would build a new school if elected accordin

from weddings held on the grounds. It’s more : &
commerce than art, but Sigmund, who took : ¢ opened on the old Richmond High site
over as Montsalvat leader from Justus in 1969 : .o years after it closed, boys in the area are
and continued for 37 years, says: ‘One has to : gqced 1o travel to Auburn High in Hawthorne,

— more than 50 per cent of its annual income —

pony stud to pay bills. In the hippie era, it hosted

‘I play the guitar.’

Last notes

Tortoni said.

Astor too

: The Astor Theatre, Chapel Street St Kilda, :

Dixon said the state government would work : will close - and show its last movie on April

with the Commonwealth to ensure federally : 5 2015 - with its owner and its proprietor litv h = and explai n
: citing irreconcilable differences. According to : ?#?hg}%eﬁjmewor and explain current researc
: The Age, proprietor and owner of The Astor : :

. trademark, George Florence confirmed to : .
. fans and Friends of The Astor that he and his : Plagiarism software

According to The Age, student activist5§

Education

: Youngsters were also
: . sophisticated acts traditionally confined to older
ifltgivnzezd &Zﬁ'ﬂ%éggj:zzlggrgmffgélr‘fnetgs ]Ifzreli kids like excluding others from birthday parties
D . -+ or play. “There has been an inherent reluctance
: viable, founder and owner Michael Tortoni :

The Victorian government appears set to accept :
federal funding to continue employing religious :
chaplains in state schools. According to The :
Age, the funding issue has proved divisive with
two other state and territory education ministers :
saying they would not consider running the :

program unless they can use the funding to hire :

contracts - almost 10 percentage points more

© NAPLAN results fall
: According to The Age, preliminary NAPLAN

: by writing task that asked which law or rule

orchestra played at the splendid Tivoli Concert : ¢f,11q be made better. Victorian students in

Hall in Copenhagen’s Tivoli Gardens, with : years five, seven and nine recorded markedly
 worse scores than three years ago in persuasive
. writing. Australian Curriculum and Assessment
* and Reporting Authority chief executive Rob

. Randall said that has not been overall decline

Back to the future

to The Age. While Melbourne Girls’ college

. Bullying
: A major anti-bullying conference in Melbourne

little government funding, thanks to donations : Was told more work is needed to stop youngsters

from wealthy friends such as Nellie Melba’s : growing into adult aggressors. According to the

artist niece Helen Lempriere, and by running a : Herald Sun, Research to be presented reveals

dairy, nursery, vegetable delivery service and a : 92.8 per cent of early childhood educators
¢ believe young children are capable of bullying.

. University of Wollongong Dr Cathrine Neilsen-

there. Justus famously asked the Stones’ Brian : Centre Against Bullying Conference, said

Jones what he did for a living, and Jones replied, :
: bullying for children aged three to five.

pushing and name calling was among common

committing more

has announced the club’s closure. “The City of : ]t:)?.IIeIV?E b?gﬁ:iglgt young people are capable of
Melbourne is booming, which is great, but so : ying, ’
are real estate prices and so the costs of actually : Homework
running a business with such a small financial : S . L

: Arecent Victorian parliamentary inquiry by the

margin are harder and harder. Things like land : Educati d Training C 4 has found
tax and other expenses go up and up,” Mr : ucation and Iraining Committee has toun
: that new teachers in Victorian schools might
: lack the experience to assign quality homework.
¢ According to The Age, the Inquiry into the
: Approaches to Homework in Victorian Schools,
: recommended that the Education Department

: consider training teachers to help them set

company would be forced to leave by May 14 at Victorian schools are increasingly using

¢ the end of his lease.
Christopher Pyne during a rally in the city :
opposing education changes. The rally was part :

of a national day of protests in opposition to : | .
YL PP . High turnover for new teachers

: Almost two thirds of Victorian state school :
: teachers met first five years of teaching a short- :
. term contracts, leading to job uncertainty and :
: high staff turnover. According to The Age, the :
Australian Education Union’s annual survey of :
new teachers showed 65 per cent were on fixed :

. plagiarism detection software to help mark
: students’ work and ensure assignments are not
: copied from the internet. According to The Age,
: at least 21 Victorian schools are now using the
: program Turnitin to detect plagiarism.

Class sizes

A Victorian Competition and Efficiency
Commission report has recommended the
Education Department within two years
investigate the impact of removing guidelines
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on class sizes, finding many principals treat them
as targets when organising staffing. According
to the Herald Sun, the commission estimates
government schools could save around $300
million a year if those able increased class
numbers to maximum levels specified.

Get an Asian partner

A fifth of Victoria’s 1,500 also government
schools have foreign sister-school links. The
Education Department last month issued
advice for schools on how to establish such
ties. It includes strategies to overcome possible
obstacles, information on hosting reciprocal
visits and examples of schools that have
successful affiliations in place.

Education Minister Martin Dixon sent
providing an internationally focused education
was increasingly important as the world moved
further into the Asian century. Out of Victoria’s
292 government sister schools, 140 have ties in
China.

Eduextras

Education department executives have been
awarded millions of dollars in performance
bonuses over the past two years - while school
programs have been cut and hundreds of jobs
have been lost across your seat. According
to The Age, government data obtained under
freedom-of-information laws reveal that senior
department staff were paid bonuses totalling
$2.1 million between 2011 and 2013 while
millions more were spent on travel, meals and
accommodation. Even food.

Adults

Victorians are turning to vocational training at
more than 10 times the rate of school leavers.
Enrolments among those aged 45 to 64 have
surged 70 per cent in just four years. According
to the Herald Sun, their numbers now rival those
of older teens. The figure is tipped to rise further
as industry changes force workers to re-skill.

Federal cuts

The federal government will examine slashing
billions of dollars worth of research funding
from universities if Parliament blocks its
sweeping higher education changes. University
vice-chancellors are alarmed by the ‘doomsday
scenario’, which they say would damage
Australia’s $10 billion export market for
international university students.

TAFE losses

The finances of Victoria’s TAFE sector have
deteriorated, with a report by the financial
watchdog revealing a $16.2 million net deficit
in 2013. According to a report in The Age,
the Victorian Auditor-General said the “main
driver” of the poor financial results was a $116.3
million - or 15 per cent - cut in government
operating and capital grants. The report said
five TAFEs had a high rating of financial
sustainability risk, while eight were assessed
as medium risk. Only four TAFEs reported a
surplus and improved financial performance for
last year.

Childcare costs

Inner-city families spending more than $100 a
day on childcare fees are likely to be worse off
under the Productivity Commission’s preferred
new model. According to The Australian, the
commission wants to replace the present scheme
with a new early care and learning subsidy,

paid directly to childcare centres rather than to
parents and based on a deemed cost of care.

Prayer group ban

Lunchtime prayer and bible study groups run
by teachers or volunteers have been banned at
state schools in Victoria under a new education
department policy. According to a report in
The Age, the new policy has angered Christian
groups who say it could be in breach of human
rights and religious freedom. The ban, which
has taken many by surprise, came into effect on
July 14, as part of changes to the controversial
special religious instruction requirements.

New guidelines allowing principals to cease
offering special religious instruction if there
are insufficient resources, such as teachers
or classrooms, have been widely publicised.
However the policy also states that lunchtime
prayer groups and religious clubs cannot
be conducted by staff, parents, visitors or
volunteers. This affects all state secondary
schools, as well as primary schools, where
special religious instruction is typically
provided.

The policy says legislation requires that
government schools are secular and special
religious instruction is the only exception to
this. The distribution of religious texts such
as the Bible or Koran by any person is also
prohibited.

Parent power

Parents will have the power to formally assess
how principals perform and school councils will
get new authority to shape the way classrooms
are run, under a controversial shake-up of the
education system. According to a report in The
Age, under the changes, school councils will get
financial incentives to merge into ‘federated’
boards that oversee two or more schools, in a
bid to streamline the way they are managed.

Membership will be broadened to discourage
‘token teachers’ being appointed simply
to represent their peers, in favour of staff
with wider expertise, business leaders and
community members. And school councils
will also get a bigger say in the way education
is delivered, by shaping the curriculum, for
instance, or choosing subject specialisation.

Country students

Victorian students at government schools in the
country are almost seven months behind city
students in reading as early as year 3, according
to disturbing new research. According to
The Age, the analysis finds that students at
government city schools (Melbourne and
Geelong) consistently perform better than their
rural and regional counterparts in NAPLAN
and VCE results, school attendance, year 12
completion rates and access to university.

Energy

More than ever

According to the Herald Sun, energy bills for
hundreds of thousands of Victorian households
have exploded beyond $3000 a year. Companies
are profiteering from customers who don’t shop
around, charging an annual premium of up
to $920 for electricity and up to $410 for gas
compared with the cheapest offers.

Tactics slammed
Gas and electricity customers struggling to pay

their bills are being signed up to unrealistic
payment plans, subjected to aggressive debt
collection tactics and are having their accounts
disconnected without warning, research shows.
According to The Age, survey of more than
100 financial counsellors revealed hardship
programs run by energy retailers to help
vulnerable and low-income people pay off their
accounts are plagued with problems, despite the
number of Victorians asking for help being on
the rise.

The Rank the Energy Retailer report, released
by the Financial and Consumer Rights Council,
focused on the state’s three biggest retailers -
Origin, AGL and Energy Australia - but also
rated smaller companies’ hardship policies. Of
the 13 retailers ranked, Origin received the best
score, of 5.5 out of 10.

Pre-paid electricity bills

Victorian households could be offered a
controversial prepaid electricity scheme to avoid
bill shock. The state government is investigating
the possibility of a widespread option, someone
to prepaid mobile phones, being linked to smart
meters. Prepaid systems operating interstate
overseas raised concerns about cash-strapped
customers ‘self-disconnecting’ if they run out
of credit.

Energy Minister Russell Northe told the Herald
Sun he would consider any measures to help
households manage bills, but would want to
avoid disconnections. Card-activated meters
are used by some Tasmanian customers who
can recharge $5-$200 of credit. Millions in the
United Kingdom use recharge tokens, keys or
cards.

Electricity: we have too much

According to The Age, evidence that Australia
will have an oversupply of electricity for at
least a decade has fuelled expectations that the
government will be advised to wind back the
national renewable energy target. Forecasts by
the Australian Energy Market Operator found
that there will be more electricity generation
than required until 2024.

Hazelwood fire

The cost of the devastating Hazelwood mine fire
- described as a foreseeable risk in a damning
report - is estimated at more than $100 million,
a cost borne by taxpayers, the local community
and the mine’s owner and operator, GDF Suez.
According to The Age, the cost of the blaze -
which burnt for 45 days before it was declared
safe - is revealed in the Hazelwood Mine Fire
Inquiry report, tabled in State Parliament
recently.

Good job

The Department of State Development,
Business and Innovation is looking for a
Director of Energy Efficiency.

Environment & conservation

Clean state

Victoria has been named Australia’s most litter
free state, according to the Herald Sun. Keep
Australia Beautiful’s independently researched
National Litter Index found the state contained
28 items of litter per 1000sq m in the past
financial year — the lowest count since reporting
began in 2005.



1 July to 8 August, 2014

Letter from Melbourne

Renewables

and opposing the carbon tax.

Spring

released recently.

Good job

Mt Hotham is looking for a Chief Executive :
Officer. Contact Ian Nankivell, ian@fnow.com. :

au.

Events

Melbourne Convention and Exhibtion Centre

venues across the city and North Melbourne.

NYE

program for families.

Waste Expo

www.wasteexpo.com.au.
sense at least, the Stormwater 2014 National

Worth the trip,

25 years

The Port Fairy Spring Music Festival will be :
held on the 10 to 12 October, and is celebrating :

: 25 years in 2014. This is different to the folk

The Victorian government has been accused : music festival held in April in the same town.
of systematically destroying renewable energy : .
as green groups prepare for a ground offensive : Country racing
targeting key electorates ahead of the November :
29 election. According to The Age, a report by :
Environment Victoria claims the government :
has made 25 attacks on clean energy, including :

‘extreme’ restrictions on wind farms, removing :
8 ! Good deal

the 20 per cent emissions reduction target from :

the Climate Change Act, cutting and restricting : 1apcorp has locked in a 50-year, low-tax :

the solar feed-in tariff, scrapping a commitment : Wagering licence in its $105.5 million deal to :

to replace street lights with energy efficient : Puy ACTTAB, which it can use as a bargaining :

light bulbs, cancelling the solar hot water rebate : Chip in licence negotiations or to boost profits :

¢ in future, analysts have said. According to The : and sponsorship by corporate bookmakers, Jeff

: Age, as the winning bidder in the privatisation : Kenpett says. The former premier has started to

: of the national capital’s wagering business, : approach people, including federal politicians,

An 8 page guide titled ‘Spring into Nature’ iljabcorp will receive abSOI(yeaL , toteflisator
outlining ways to explore a host of private : 'C€Nce, a 15-year sports bookmaking licence :

conservation properties across Victoria was : and approval to offer its Keno and Trackside :

: products.

www.countryracing.com.au

Gaming

: Unlike in Victoria and NSW, where Tabcorp :
¢ is the exclusive retail wagering provider, in :
the ACT the company will have minimal tax :
: liabilities on betting. Tabcorp will pay a $1 :
: million annual fee for the totalisator licence and :
a tax of 1 per cent of sports bet turnover. It will :
! pay no tax on tote betting.
The Royal Melbourne Show, Wednesday 20 :
September to Sunday 5 October. Nearby, Fine :
Food Australia, 15 to 18 September at the :

Crown

did more than any previous state politician to
. facilitate legal gambling now regrets having :

. subjected the TAB to privatisation in 1994. :

On 15 and 16 October at the Convention Centre. : Addressing recently a meeting of Racing

Nearby, in one ! victoria, Jeff Kennett was in atypically contrite

: mode, denouncing corporate bookmakers for : tackle these.

Conference ,13 to 17 October in Adelaide. * having become ‘a cancer in our society.’ In a :

: front-page story for The Age, Mr Kennett was : Ban ads?

: quoted as saying on that occasion:

the TAB it would bring an influx of corporate

: bookmakers to Australia I would not have
: privatised the TAB.” Mr Kennett’s main concern
with corporate bookmakers was that they lower
: royalty rates, which imperilled the financial
The 2014-15 Country Racing Season is coming, :
. his capacity as chairman of the mental health
: charity, Beyond Blue. And he also condemned
: the barrage of advertising from corporate
: bookmakers for ‘indoctrinating the public about
: gambling and the reasonableness of gambling.’

future of racing. He attended the meeting in

Kennett push

: According to The Age, the multi-party federal
: Senate would support a full ban on advertising

: about a fresh campaign for a ban.

Health

The World Medical Association will join
: with the Australian Medical Association and

AMA Victoria to host a High level summit in
Melbourne to highlight Health issues on 13
and14 November, prior to the G20 Leaders’
Summit.

The WMA, our 106 Member Associations and
: their 9 Million members caring for Billions of
: people across the globe, advocate for Health

According to the Herald Sun, Crown Casino and Healthcare access for the people of the
will get more pokies and gaming tables, and : World,
. have its licence extended to 2050, to compensate :

The Melbourne Fringe Festival, 17 September : ¢, 2 multi-million dollar tax hike. The in-

to 5 October will bring the city to life with over : principle deal would end nine months of talks

400 events, performances and exhibitions across : 3n4 would see the casino expand its business

a range of art forms. Join in the celebration at : 4,4 add about 100 more poker machines. The

: Victorian government will get hundreds of

: millions of dollars in licence payments to spend :

* on transport, schools or hospitals in the lead up : The summit will address:

Melburnians will again have access to five : (5 November’s election.

locations to celebrate New Year’s Eve. Treasury :

and Flagstaff Gardens, Docklands and Kings Kennett once pro, now anti.gambling

Domain, while Yarra Park will host a special The man who, as Victoria’s Premier 1992-99, 2) The burden of Non-Communicable Diseases

¢ and

: Health of Nations is a core component of the
: Wealth of Nations. It has been said that “Health
. is the greatest social capital a nation can have”.

¢ A productive society depends on a healthy
: engaged and confident workforce.

1) Health as a wise investment: Physicians and
: Health Professionals provide to improve Health.

3) Highlight Social Determinants of Health

: 4) Health effects of Climate Change and how to

Alcohol ads on receipts should be banned,
: doctors say. According to the Herald Sun, it
‘If I had known 20 years ago that in privatising :

is time for archaic communications between

fhospitals and GPs to be overhauled, the
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Australian Medical Association says. AMA :
Victoria, in putting its wish list before political :
parties in the lead-up to November’s state :

election, is warning that alcohol advertising on
shopper receipts could encourage irresponsible

children, it says.

False signing

According to the Herald Sun, a prominent
young Liberal Party member is among more :
than 50 people who incorrectly signed a :
petition as medical practitioners so they could :
oppose a controversial abortion law. Victoria :
Young Liberals President and senior Institute of :
Public Affairs member Simon Breheny signed :
his name to a parliamentary petition of doctors :
and nurses opposing regulations requiring them :
¢ Panned
: A Victorian government plan to make clinical :
: trials of medicinal marijuana easier to conduct :
: will do little to expand access to the drug, an :
: expert on drug law reform says. In response to :
: growing calls for cannabis to be legalised for :

facility for mentally ill offenders in a bid to ! people with certain illnesses, including children :

keep the community safer. With 116 beds, the : \ith intractable epilepsy, Victorian Health :

* Minister David Davis said that he would amend :

secure mental health centre to treat mentally ill : }q Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances :

people in the criminal justice system, as well : Ac¢ {9 make it easier for doctors to conduct :

as those who have been found not guilty due to : clinical trials of medicinal cannabis.

to refer women to seeking abortions.

Refusing to commit

According to The Age, the Victorian Law
Reform Commission has joined calls in urging
the government to build the second secure

Thomas Embling Hospital is the state’s only

mental impairment.

stay stretch out to more than a month.

Singer questions suspension

euthanasia campaigner
medical registration, and says the only way

people without a terminal illness could make a
rational decision to die.

communicated with Dr Nitschke before taking
his own life while he was being investigated
over his wife’s death.

Cannabis reform

Medical cannabis will be legalised in Victoria :
if Labor seizes power at November’s state : .
election. According to The Age, under the : Closing down
proposal, Victorians with terminal illnesses :
or life-threatening conditions such as cancer, :
Parkinson’s disease and multiple sclerosis ‘:
would be able to access medicinal marijuana :
without breaking the law. Opposition leader :
Daniel Andrews said that Labor would overhaul  :
‘outdated’ legislation that forced parents to :
flout laws in order to save their children’s lives. :
¢ of August 2014, with the majority of Energy
: Brix’s 37 employees to leave on redundancy :
: packages.’

Doubts
According to The Age, forensic testing of

10

medical marijuana has revealed dramatic

The results suggest in the remaining 60 per

life-threatening conditions.

begin.

Association Victoria said the incident was

patients and their families.

Business & investment

at Morwell will temporarily cease at the end

i Alcoa
variations in the contents of the product, :
: which is often spruiked over the internet by :
. unregulated producers who make bold claims
: about the benefits. A Victoria Police analysis
drinking. It also could constitute marketing to :

At the end of July, Alcoa closed down. The last

¢ shipment of alumina unloaded from the pier,
: the fires extinguished in the furnace, smelting
: pots shut down and no more jobs for life.
suggests up to 40 per cent of vials bought by :

Victorian families contained just methylated
: spirits, pure alcohol and water.

: Ambo deal

: An updated government offer, which included a
* $3000 sign-on bonus for about 3000 ambulance

: workers—double the previous bonus—was put to

cent of vials tested, THC acid — the active : the union recently. But Ambulance Employees

component of cannabis — varied dramatically, : Australia state secretary Steve McGhie said the
ranging from low to high levels. The worrying : increase would not solve the dispute, which has

analysis comes after an election pledge from :
Opposition Leader Daniel Andrews to legalise :
access to medical marijuana for Victorians with :

now dragged on for 23 months.

Suburban strips

: The arrival of a host of international retailers
: and the opening of Melbourne’s swank new
: Emporium shopping centre has taken a heavy

toll on traditional suburban retail strips, with
vacancy rates soaring on once-bustling streets.
According to a report in The Age, Richmond’s
Bridge Road recently recorded its highest
vacancy level in 10 years, with one in five

: shops empty. Vacant stores in the once-popular
¢ strip jumped from 16.5 per cent a year ago to

19.3 per cent this year, with 46 standing empty.

: Chapel Street in South Yarra, Burke Road in
: Camberwell and High Street in Armadale were
: also out of favour with tenants, reaching their
highest vacancy levels in five years, Knight
: Frank research shows.

: He would also consider removing a prohibition :

But the hospital, opened in 2000, has seen three " on the ‘cultivation of narcotic plants for :

gﬁgﬂtﬁelgvgg‘;ee }l,i'es?rSa;ngliﬁiazsgr:;eltllgfgtlﬁsf% therapeutic purposes in the context of approved :
, ¢ clinical trials” and gave “in principle” support : the CBD and Emporium in attracting leading

: for Victorians to be part of an international trial © offshore retailers and customers. Emporium

: of Epidiolex - a cannabis-based pharmaceutical : Melbourne, completed and opened in April

2. . . . : being tested overseas in children with epilepsy. :
Ethicist Peter Smgey h)as questio ned the Medical : However, it is unclear when such a trial could :
Board of Australia’s decision to suspend :

Philip Nitschke’s :

7 : Patients “killed off’
to protect vulnerable people from him is to :

legalise voluntary euthanasia. According to More than 200 Victorian patients were

The Age, the Professor of bioethics at Princeton : temporarily written off as dead after a major

University said it would be both ‘concerning’ metropolitan hospital accidentally sent out :

and ‘extraordinary’ if the medical board : death notices to their general practitioners. :

suspended Dr Nitschke because he believed : According to the Herald Sun, the error resulted

: in GPs mistakenly being sent a fax to say their :
: patient had died following their hospital visit.

: Researchdirector Richard Jenkins said suburban
: strips were struggling following the success of

: will have its official Baz Luhrmann-inspired
¢ launch. Other new international arrivals include
. Swedish giant H&M and Japanese fast fashion
¢ brand Uniqlo. ““The prime CBD retail market
* now has a vacancy of just 3.0 per cent, while
: the overall suburban strip rate was 7.7 per
: cent,” Mr Jenkins said.

Local maker culled

: Scores of manufacturing jobs in Ballarat -

which covers two of Victoria’s most marginal

: seats - are under threat after a local train builder
. was quietly culled from the shortlist to make

‘I think suicide can be rational in the absence : All affected GPs were contacted by the Austin :

of terminal bonds and I think I could find you : Health within hours to apologise and inform :

thousands or hundreds of philosophers who : them of the mistake. The Australian Medical :
would think that... I think if you know you :
are going to spend the next 20 years in prison, :
suicide is a rational option - not for everybody, :
but for some people,” he said, referring to :
the case of Nigel Brayley, a Perth man who :
: Good job
. The Royal Australasian Coll f Physicians : - A . .
is Tool?i};ag foliStaag]SEg. (C:znfagcet ?\/Iarir}l]; CLfmi : the Dandenong rail corridor, including 25

: marina.lunt@futurestep.com.

: 25 new trains for Melbourne. According to The
. Age, two Asian rail giants remain in the bidding

to build the trains, putting about 70 jobs in

: Ballarat under threat. Both of the corporations
unacceptable and may have been distressing to :
GPs who often had long term relationships with :
: in Hong Kong, MTR.

left bidding on an estimated $376 million
project have links to Metro’s parent company

© MTR is the lead partner in the consortium
: delivering a $2 billion-$2.5 billion boost to

: “next generation” trains with capacity for
¢ 1100 passengers. French company Alstom
¢ has a factory in Ballarat where about 70 staff
. are employed to build Melbourne’s current
: train model, the X’Trapolis. It was cut from

Energy Brix released a statement recently the bidding last month. Staff in Ballarat

confirmed that the Morwell factory would : will continue to assemble eight X’Trapolis
close at the end of the month. According to trains until mid-next year but Alstom has no
the Herald Sun. the company. which rnfkes : manufacturing work booked after that time.

briquettes for power generation, blamed a poor : Alstom spokesman Sheldon Young declined

outlook on wholesale electricity prices for the :
closure. ‘“The current manufacturing operations :

to comment on the bidding process but said
the company had put in a “very strong offer”.

. Bombardier is the only other domestic train
: maker, with a factory in Dandenong. It did not

bid and has instead opted to be a subcontractor

¢ to China North Rail so the Chinese company’s






